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Unit 4 Solar System Project
PINK Solar System Project Calendar

	MARCH

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7
	8
Intro to Project
	9
Research
	10
Research
	11
Research

Research Answer Due

	14
Begin project

Presentation Plan Due/Conferences
	15
Work day

Conference with Ms. A
	16
Day 2 NO CLASS
	17
½ Work day

½ Start Presentations
	18
Presentations

	21
Finish presentations
	22
Gallery walk/Study day
	23
PA#4

Study Guide Due
	
	


Procedure (check the box when you have completed each step):

· Read the research investigation topic on page 1 at least twice.  If you have any questions ask Ms. A.

· Read the requirements section on page 1 at least twice.  If you have any questions ask Ms. A.

· Research the answer to your research question.  Start by looking at the websites listed on page 3 and the books that Ms. Gray has provided.

· With your teammates, write a comprehensive answer to your research question.  This MUST be approved by Ms. A before completing your presentation plan!  

· Turn in your research answer by _____________________

· With your teammates, complete the presentation plan on page 3

· Turn in your presentation plan by _____________________

· Conference with Ms. Arquero before completing your presentation

· Conference with Ms. Arquero by _____________________

· While listening to your classmates’ presentations take notes on what you learn to fill in the study guide for PA#4 on page 5 and use the peer rubric on page 6 to grade each team.  

· Turn in your PA#4 study guide by _____________________

Research Ideas
These are some websites that you might find helpful in researching a design:

a. http://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/index.html
b. http://www.windows2universe.org/
c. http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/space/
d. http://www.exploratorium.edu/explore/astronomy_space/
Unit 4 Solar System Project: Presentation Plan
Your presentation plan must include all of the following sections.  The attached rubric will be used to grade your research question, research answer, and presentation.
Research Question
· Which question did you choose?

Research Answer
· In your research, what did you find?  Was there anything that surprised you?

· What is the best answer your team wants to teach your classmates?

Materials
· What materials did you use to create your presentation?

Visual Aides
· What visuals are you going to use to teach your classmates?  Sketch them out.  

Presentation
· How are you going to teach your classmates your research answer? (Oral presentation?  Powerpoint presentation? Game? BE CREATIVE!)

· What role is each teammate going to have?  Who presents what?  Who says what?

Assessment
· How will you know whether or not your classmates learned from your presentation? (Worksheet? Quiz?)

Sources
· What books and websites did you use for research?  
BLUE Solar System Project Calendar

	MARCH

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7
	8

	9
Intro to Project
	10
Research
	11
Research

Research Answer Due

	14
Begin project

Presentation Plan Due/Conferences
	15
Work day

Conference with Ms. A
	16
½ Work day

½ Start Presentations
	17
Presentations
	18
Day 4 NO CLASS

	21
Finish presentations
	22
Gallery walk/Study day
	23
PA#4

Study Guide Due
	
	


GREEN Solar System Project Calendar

	MARCH

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7
	8
Intro to Project
	9
Day 5 NO CLASS
	10
Research
	11
Research

Research Answer Due

	14
Begin project

Presentation Plan Due/Conferences
	15
Work day

Conference with Ms. A
	16
½ Work day

½ Start Presentations
	17
Start Presentations
	18
Finish Presentations

	21
Day 5 NO CLASS
	22
Study day/Gallery walk
	23
PA#4

Study Guide Due
	
	


PINK Solar System Project Calendar

	MARCH

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	7
	8
Intro to Project
	9
Research
	10
Research
	11
Research

Research Answer Due

	14
Begin project

Presentation Plan Due/Conferences
	15
Work day

Conference with Ms. A
	16
Day 2 NO CLASS
	17
½ Work day

½ Start Presentations
	18
Presentations

	21
Finish presentations
	22
Gallery walk/Study day
	23
PA#4

Study Guide Due
	
	


Research Investigation Topic:


What questions do you have about our solar system?  Surely everyone is curious about the world around them.  This project gives you and your teammates the opportunity to discover something about your world and then teach your classmates what you have learned.


You and your teammates must choose a research question that interests you about the world around you (a list is provided).  Your team must research the answer to your question and then create a presentation.  Your team must present your research in front of the class; your presentation should last at least 8 minutes.  Half of your grade will be determined by your classmates!


Potential Research Questions: NO REPEATS!  THE QUESTION WILL GO TO THE TEAM WHO SIGNS UP FIRST.


What is a solar eclipse?  What is a lunar eclipse?


How does the moon affect ocean waves?


Why does the moon have phases?


What are Mercury, Venus, & Mars like?


What are Jupiter, Saturn, & Neptune like?


What is the difference between a star, a planet, and a moon?


What is the difference between a comet, an asteroid, & a meteor?


What is the big bang theory?


How large is our solar system? (Create a scale model)


What is a galaxy?


Is Pluto a planet?


How does the Sun work?


What does the life of a star look like?�


PA#4 will be composed of the research questions that your classmates choose.  





Requirements:


Work collaboratively in groups of 3 or 4 to design a presentation to teach your classmates


Research the answer to your chosen question


Turn in the answer to your research question


Turn in a presentation plan


Fill out a study guide for PA#4


Grade yourself and your teammates
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